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				HALE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of Hale Parish Council held at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 5 April 2016 in Hale Village Hall, Hatchet Green, Hale


Present: 
Cllr Orchard – Chairman, Cllrs Aitken-Sykes, Hartas, Harrington and Templeton

In attendance:
Ms S Plumb – Clerk

1    To receive apologies for absence - None.

2    To receive any Declarations of Interest – None.

3   To consider and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 9 March 2016
The Minutes of the meeting were read, approved by all and signed by the Chairman.
  
4    To receive any matters raised by members of the public - No members of the public were present.  

5   Matters arising from the Minutes
5.1  Land Registry application –  Cllrs Aitken-Sykes and Templeton have completed the application to the Land Registry to register the title to Hatchet Green and surrounding land in the name of Hale Parish Council.  The Clerk will submit the application.  The Chairman thanked Cllrs Aitken-Sykes and Templeton for their hard work on this.

5.2  Trees in the Pitt –  Frances Maynard (Tree Warden) attended before the meeting and all Cllrs took the opportunity to look at the trees next to the Hall.   Concern was expressed about the caveats to the advice received from Nik Gruber particularly in the light of his comments about the necessity to have a health and safety survey of the trees.  The Clerk had contacted Dominic Gane (Corporate Tree Manager, NFDC) and obtained details of the survey service it provides.  Cllr Orchard proposed and it was seconded by Cllr Hartas and therefore RESOLVED: to appoint NFDC to carry out a health and safety survey on the trees next to the Hall.  All agreed.  

5.3  Hatchet Green Football Pitch – The Cricket Club has confirmed it would like to roll and chain harrow the Green if agreed by HPC and Natural England.  All agreed to this work being undertaken, subject to the consent of Natural England.

5.4  Mole End Trees – the application for the tree work at Mole End has been withdrawn and will be re submitted in due course with the application for work to the trees next to the Hall.
5.5  Licence for Hatchet Green car park – Hants County Council has commented on the draft Licence for the car park.  It appears to have misunderstood HPC’s proposal for the annual review of the rent.  The Clerk will write to HCC to clarify this.

5.6  Work to the Unadopted track -  Cllr Aitken-Sykes apologised for not yet having obtained a third quote for the work to the track.  He will approach NFDC. 

5.7  Maintenance of the Cemetery – ASG cut the grass on 1 April.  It was agreed to have 2 cuts in April, none in March.  A Cllr will meet with ASG to discuss re-edging the path.

5.8  Concrete on verge – The parishioner responsible for dumping concrete on the verge has explained that it is there temporarily, to be used to support his fence.  In view of the time the concrete has already been on the verge the parishioner is to be asked to move it within 14 days or the Council will take steps to do so and pass on the cost.

5.9  Annual Parish Assembly –  Cllr Orchard updated the Council on the arrangements for the Annual Parish Assembly on 19 April 2016.

5.10  Lengthsman – The Lengthsman will next attend Hale on 23 May.  The Clerk is to discuss with him whether he can clear the pipe running into the pond, particularly the silt at both ends.

5.11   Banking –  An application to give the Clerk on line administration rights has been made.

5.12   HCC Footpath complaints – The Clerk has written to the parishioner with a damaged stile on his land who has said he will repair it. Cllr Harrington will check the repairs have been carried out.

5.13  Watercourse outside Maple Cottage – The Council has always asked residents to clear the ditches outside their homes.  The Council will ask the Lengthsman if he is able to clear the pipe into the pond.  Cllr Orchard will discuss this with the parishioner concerned.

5.14   NPA Planning workshops – bookings have been made for Cllrs to attend workshops in June and September

6    To receive a report from County/District Cllr Heron
County /District Cllr Heron was not present and no report had been submitted.

7   Correspondence
7.1  N Evans, NFNPA – Local Distinctiveness Project.  All agreed it would be good for Hale to take part in this.  A local historian is interested in being involved.  The Clerk will contact N Evans.

7.2  HALC – Consultation on the Neighbourhood Planning Legislative Reforms.  The Council has no comments to make.

7.3  H Richards, Fordingbridge Town Council – the next Parish Liaison Meeting is 14 April.  Cllr Harrington will attend and invite Sharon Barnett, Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator.

7.4  HCC – Consultation on recycling centres – the Clerk will re-circulate the details.

7.5  HALC – Consultation on the Neighbourhood Planning Legislative Reforms.  See 7.2 above

7.6  N Hands, HCC Community Engagement Ranger – The Council will invite the Community Engagement Ranger to visit to explain a little about her role.

7.7  HALC – Hants Playing Field Ass.  HPC is not a member.

7.8  HALC – assistance sought by another Council with a village hall project.  It was felt that the work done to Hale Village Hall was not similar to that proposed and no useful assistance could be given.

7.9  NFDC Licensing – the Social Committee is hoping to hold an event on Hatchet Green on 12 June 2016 as part of the celebrations for the Queen’s 90th birthday.  Cllr Orchard proposed and it was seconded by Cllr Aitken-Sykes and therefore RESOLVED: to agree to the use of the Green for such event.  All agreed.  A risk assessment is to be provided by the Social Committee.  The Clerk will check the public liability insurance cover.

7.10 HALC – Lobby day.  The Council has no comments to make.

8   Planning Committee
No applications to consider.  It was proposed by Cllr Orchard and seconded by Cllr Harrington and therefore RESOLVED:  to appoint Cllr Templeton to the Planning Committee.  

9   Representative reports
Cllr Harrington – North West Quadrant Meeting.  Sarah Kelly (Landscape Officer, NFNPA) explained that work is being done to identify and protect damaged verges in villages in the Forest. Cllrs noted that there is significant damage to the verge around the Green approaching the School.  The concern is that if dragons teeth are installed the problem will not be solved but rather move elsewhere.  It was agreed to submit photos of the verge to Gary North at NFNPA.  NFNPA are looking to take steps to try to reduce aircraft noise over the Forest.  National Grid is undertaking surveys in relation to the proposed project to sink the electricity cables over Hale Purlieu underground.  A public meeting will be held in the summer.  Next North West Quadrant meeting: 16 May 2016.

10  To consider and approve the following payments:
31.03.16  Clerk’s expenses                                    £139.34
31.03.16   Lengthsmans Expenses                        £   3.24
05.04.16  HMRC PAYE			                  £229.20	
05.04.16  HALC fees                                              £198.00
05.04.16  NALC fees				      £ 30.00			
24.04.16  Clerk salary                                            £305.80

It was proposed by Cllr Orchard and seconded by Cllr Hartas and therefore RESOVED: that the payments be approved.  All agreed.

11  To approve the accounts for  year end March 2016 and record the bank balances
Approved.  

12  Any other business
Cllr Harrington has reported 3 fallen trees on footpaths on parishioner’s land to HCC.  The Clerk is to write to the parishioner concerned about the trees.
Cllr Orchard reminded the Council that all written communications and other documents are available to the public under the Freedom of Information Act.

13   To note the date of the next meeting is 3 May 2016 at 7.30pm at Hale Village Hall


Closed session – to consider the expressions of interest for the Casual Vacancy
A discussion took place regarding interest expressed in the Casual Vacancy on The Council following the resignation of Cllr Josling.  It was agreed to adjourn the matter to the next meeting.

There being no further business to discuss the Meeting closed 9.40pm






Signed:                                              				Date:   3 May 2016
Chairman





Clerk:  Sue Plumb, 5 Blue Valley Mews, Fordingbridge, Hants, SP6 1FB
07717 851694   01425 654252   hpcclerk@gmail.com	


